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PREFACE

cannot be compounded in accordance with ^definite rules; there
are no such rules. When it comes to the origination of a new
and wonderful odor, the scientist must give way to the artist
whose training and highly developed intuition enable him to
choose his materials and blend them with the skill that produces
an odor which is the delight of millions.
The perfumer has the advantage and disadvantage of appeal-
ing to the most sensitive of the human faculties, that of smell ;
an advantage because it makes possible a ready appreciation of
the finer qualities of his compositions and a disadvantage because
it compels him to come far closer to ultimate perfection than is
required of those appealing to the less critical senses.   To be suc-
cessful, therefore, he must not only possess a wide special knowl-
edge of the materials he uses, their odors, their properties, their
odor values when used in connection with each other, but he
must know as well how they will be modified by the varied in-
odorous materials in connection with which they may be used,
such as soaps, powders, etc.   In addition to this he must possess
the flair for odor values which makes him a true artist.
Lest the reader become dismayed by these requirements, let it
be said that to few is it given to possess all these advantages. It
is the function of this book to make available to all the special
knowledge of the subject which would otherwise remain the
property of the few, and to offer to those interested hundreds of
perfume formulas which have been compounded by expert per-
fumers and which have stood the rigorous tests of actual use.
That the user of these formulas may work more intelligently,
the book affords him accurate information regarding the source
and character of his materials and enables him to choose them
intelligently. The aim which has been before the author and
publishers has been to place in the hands of the reader all the
data necessary for carrying out reliable processes for the prepa-
ration of the most generally approved simple and compound per-
fume mixtures, and to give him such additional information re-